
 

 

Democracy, the European elections, the rule of law and fake 

news on the agenda of the 2019 edition of The State of the 

Union conference 

The European University Institute is pleased to announce that its flagship conference, The State of the 

Union, will take place in Florence from 2 to 4 May 2019.  

Under the title “21st-Century Democracy in Europe”, the conference will debate and reflect on the 

democratic functioning of the European Union, its member states, and their capacity to respond to the 

aspirations and needs of future generations. 

Taking place weeks before the European Parliamentary elections, this edition will also feature a debate 

amongst the lead candidates for the position of President of the European Commission, 

“Spitzenkandidaten”, to be broadcast across the continent. 

Topics discussed at the conference will include, amongst others, democracy and the European elections, 

the rule of law and the legal powers of the EU, and disinformation and fake news, as well as 

immigration, the next generation of EU citizens, and the single market.  

The list of confirmed speakers includes: Klaus Iohannis, President of Romania, Enzo Moavero 

Milanesi, Italian Minister of Foreign Affairs, Jean-Yves Le Drian, French Minister of Europe and 

Foreign Affairs, Ana Paula Zacarias, Portuguese Secretary of State for European Afairs, Riina 

Sikkut, Estonian Minister for Health and Labour, Antonio Tajani, President of the European 

Parliament, Frans Timmermans, First Vice-President of the European Commission, Federica 

Mogherini, High Representative of the European Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy and 

Vice-President of the European Commission, Vĕra Jourová, European Commissioner for Justice, 

Consumers and Gender Equality, Cecilia Malmström, European Commissioner for Trade, Cécile 

Kashetu Kyenge, Támas Meszerics and Marietje Schaake MEPs, Sylvie Goulard, Deputy Governor 

of the Bank of France, Andrea Enria, Chair of the ECB’s Supervisory Board, Martin L. Weitzman, 

Professor of Economics at Harvard University, John Frank, Microsoft’s Vice-President for EU 

Government Affairs, Pasquale Tridico, President of the Italian National Institute of Social Security, 

Luigi Zingales, Professor University of Chicago, and Sonya Walkila, Finnish Ministry of Justice. 

On the 2nd of May, the conference will take place at the EUI’s Villa Salviati in Fiesole, home of the 

Historical Archives of the European Union. Several parallel sessions will be held, each devised by a 

member of the EUI with relevant scientific expertise, and the Spitzenkandidaten debate, co-hosted by 

the EUI and the Financial Times and broadcast across Europe, will be held in the evening.  

On the 3rd of May, participants will reconvene in the historic surroundings of Palazzo Vecchio in central 

Florence, the seat of Florence’s city council. Representatives of the EU and national institutions will 

contribute their views on the conference’s theme.  

The event will conclude on the 4th of May at Villa Salviati, with an Open Day of cultural, leisure and 

art activities open to all members of the public. 
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This year a number of additional events have also been organised in and around the days of The State 

of the Union and in the framework of the Festival d’Europa. 

@EUISoU 

#SOU2019 

#FlorenceDebate 

#festivaldeuropa 
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REGISTRATION AND CONFERENCE INFO 

 

For press accreditation please email SoURegistration@eui.eu and SoUPress@eui.eu clearly indicating 

‘Press Accreditation’. 

For media queries please contact our Press Room at SoUPress@eui.eu.  

ABOUT THE STATE OF THE UNION 

The State of the Union is an annual event for reflection on the European Union. It is organised by the 

European University Institute and takes place in Florence each May. Over the past eight years, The 

State of the Union has become a key reference point for EU policy-makers, civil society representatives, 

business and opinion leaders, and academics. Previous speakers include Presidents, Prime Ministers, 

and the heads of the European Institutions. The State of the Union is a unique forum where a diverse 

group of key actors can gather to debate and reflect, together, on Europe’s most pressing issues. In times 

of crisis or instability, such a nuanced understanding of the EU’s successes, failures and challenges is 

crucial. 

 

Photo: Federica Mogherini, High Representative of the European Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy 

and Vice-President, European Commission. The State of the Union 2018. 
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