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SUCCESFUL EDITIONS

More than a decade of high-level
reflection, transnational debate
and connection building

The State of the Union (SOU) originally took
place as part of the Festival d’Europa, established in 2011 to increase the media visibility
and international resonance of European University Institute’s research excellence, and it
is now a renowned annual summit for high
level reflection on the European Union which
acts as a bridge between academia and policy making at the highest level in Europe.
The success of SOU is based on five key elements: high-level participation and discussion, stunning locations in Florence, excellent
networking opportunities, prominent media
coverage and consistent timing. The conference falls annually around 9 May, the anniversary of the Schuman Declaration, making
Florence the centre of Europe on Europe day
and an annual fixture in the European calendar. Each year’s edition is unique in its focus
as panels and keynote speeches respond to
the circumstances of a changing Europe and
a changing world.

Explore past editions of The State of the Union
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SOU2021
“Europe in a Changing World”
SOU2021 held on 6-7 May brought together 161 speakers from 44 countries. World

10,000

PARTICIPANTS

146
COUNTRIES

2 DAY
PROGRAMME

8 TOPICS
161

leaders, policy-makers, journalists, academics
and civil society representatives engaged in
dynamic debate on the most pressing issues
on the global agenda with an online audience
of more than 10,000 participants.
The programme, which totalled 44 sessions
and 45 recording hours, was concentrated on 6 May in 3 parallel streams, on 7 May
was focussed on 1 stream with the majority
of sessions taking place in the EUI’s production studio. “Europe in a Changing World” the
overarching theme fostered high-level debate and discussion and audience engagement on eight key topics:

44 SESSIONS

SPEAKERS

from 44 countries

513

SOCIAL MEDIA
POSTS

45

RECORDING HOURS

24 PARTNERS

200

Artifical Intelligence

Climate

Geopolitics

Global Economy

Multilateralism

Peace and Human Rights

Public Health

Strategic Autonomy

CLIPPINGS
in top tier media

2.9M

IMPRESSIONS

HYBRID FORMAT

SPEAKERS

The defining feature of SOU2021 was a stateof-the-art TV production setting. A custom-built production studio framed by a 17th
century fresco was set up at the EUI 10 days
before the conference. This hybrid format
contributed significant added value to the
conference from a visual point of view for the
virtual audience and attracted several speakers to Florence.

161 speakers of 44 nationalities came together from a wide range of sectors including EU institutions, government, academia,
transnational organisations, civil society, the
private sector and the international press to
share their expertise. Diversity of opinion is
a central tenet of the event and a key driver
when it comes to selecting speakers:

Gender balance %
MALE

63%

MALE

55%

MALE

37%

45%

43.5%

FEMALE

FEMALE

FEMALE

Moderators

Speakers

56.5%

Overall

Ursula von der Leyen
President
European Commission

Christina Gallach Figueras
State Secretary for Foreign Affairs
and for Ibero-America and the
Caribbean Spain

Christine Lagarde
President
European Central Bank

Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala
Director-General
World Trade Organisation

PARTICIPATION: DATA AND BEHAVIOUR
Specialised Audience
The specialised audience was invited to participate via Swapcard, the leading digital
event platform for online, hybrid and in-person events. This guaranteed a state-of-the-art
experience and elevated engagement and
networking opportunities with speakers and
fellow participants.
Audience gender balance (%)

Age

Gender
balance
% 2017-2021
Year-on-year
comparison

52.5
46.5

2017

2018

2019

Male

Female

1

0
2020

60-69

20-29

2021

Prefer not to say

Type
of affiliation
Specialised
audience (%)
Ac ademic In stitution
EU Institu tion
Press
Think-Tank
Country In stitution
International Organ isation
Non Governmental Organisation
Foundation
Company
Bank
Private
Diplomatic Representation
Other
Non-profit organisation
Law firm
Cu ltural Institution
Business/Finance other
Pu blisher
Library/Documen tation Centre

38.10
15.06
7.97
7.86
7.53
4.98
3.32
3.21
2.77
2.21
1.44
1.44
1.00
1.00
0.78
0.66
0.44
0.11
0.11

Livestream audience

8397

Unique views

24,581

Total page views

13,252

Homepage
livestream views

70-79

0

13%

1

0

0

11%

10

under 19

20

30-39

30

50-59

44

43

39

40

56

24%

43

57

40-49

50

60

57

29%

60

18%

70

SOCIAL MEDIA

POSTS
IMPRESSIONS
CLICKS
REACTIONS
#SOU2021

25
61,098
968
595

POSTS
IMPRESSIONS
ENGAGEMENT
LIKES
REACH
#SOU2021

#SOU2021

25
32,065
1,228
1174
29564

TWEETS
340
IMPRESSIONS
1,155,523
RETWEETS
962
ENGAGEMENTS
11,885
LIKES
1,760
#SOU2021

POSTS
IMPRESSIONS
REACTIONS
LIKES
#SOU2021

Top Mentions
EIB

Ursula von der Leyen

26
53,753
456
728

ADVERTISING

Media partners delivered extensive digital promotion across their
webpages in the weeks leading up the conference.

Total Page views

11,184,888

Impressions

179,565

Impressions

1,58,2195
Impressions

625,023
PRESS
119 articles were published in 21 languages by
international outlets.

THE STATE OF THE UNION 2022, 5-7 May 2022
In-person, Florence | Virtual

A Europe Fit for the Next Generation?
The State of the Union 2022 focuses on the future of the European Union. Built on the suc-

cesses of the 2021 hybrid edition, the conference will develop a mixed format which will integrate
a number of key elements: in-person sessions and speakers, a restricted in-person audience, a
state-of-the-art TV style production and a digital event platform for virtual participants.
Split into five streams, this year’s event tackles sustainability and resilience, democracy and the
rule of law, the evolution of justice, the development of migration, how crisis can fuel change,
the future of digitalisation, the challenges of reaching carbon net neutrality, and how the Next
Generation EU recovery plan can address the damage inflicted by the pandemic
A truly global event, the conference goes beyond Europe, with panels debating the future of the
EU’s relationship with the United States and Africa’s emerging role on the global stage.
The State of the Union is a unique opportunity for the world of academia, policymaking, business, media, and civil society to come together and ask: can today’s crises lead to a better future?

Venues and format
On Thursday 5 May at the EUI’s stunning hilltop hub the event will centre around an impressive programme of plenary and parallel
in-person and online sessions.

On Friday 6 May SOU will move to Palazzo
Vecchio, in the heart of Florence and it will
host heads of state and EU leaders, prime
ministers and diplomats, academics, civil society representatives, journalists and business
and opinion leaders from Europe and beyond.
This day will be broadcast with a state-of-theart TV style production.

On Saturday 7 May the EUI will open the
doors and gardens of Villa Salviati where the
Historical Archives of the European Union are
held. This event aims to create stronger and
more permanent connections with the local
and European community by opening the
EUI to the public.

Key issues split into 5 streams:
•
•
•
•
•

Sustainability and Resilience
Democracy and the Rule of Law
A More Just Future?
Identity, Society and Migration
Crisis and Change

Expected results
•
•
•
•
•

High-level guests
Relevant scientific content
Impact on policy making
Broad visibility and outreach
Patronage and Partnerships

SOU2022 Main Objectives
Gender
Bring the conversation about representation by setting a clear target of 50-50
speakers gender balance, making it a priority.
Inclusion
Enhance civil society representation and
identify and invite experts from currently
underrepresented groups.
Diversity
Result in a global meeting of minds and
expertise rooted in different geographical
context and backgrounds.
Sustainability
Increase initiatives to reduce the environmental impact of the conference.
For enquiries, please contact us at:
sou@eui.eu

